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Foundational Scripture: Eph. 4:5
Intro: 
· The idea or belief that there is only one faith or one religion is for many people ludicrous, dangerous, arrogant and borderline psychotic. Many consider the idea of there being only one faith extremely divisive and the greatest enemy of world peace. And the truth is that these thoughts, while not necessarily new, have been most certainly praised, advocated for and publicized on almost every available platform whether that be media, politics or education. Such a question may not even be taken seriously when asked today and it is probably not considered anything more than a fanciful myth or legend. But yet, the question exists and for good reason. Even though society denies the authenticity, sanity and reliability of such a question the fact is, there yet remains a book called the Bible which not only asks and answers this very question but it strongly suggests there is a significant moral and spiritual dilemma embedded within the nature of this question. And so tonight, we ask again: Is There Only One Faith/Religion?
The Bible’s Assertion

1. Is there only One Faith?
a. In truth, it does not take rocket science to do a simple word search to find the number of singular pronouns/descriptions in the bible and in particular the New Testament. That search will lead us to the answer we are looking for.
b. There are numerous passages in the NT that confidently and boldly assert the existence and establishment of only one faith (Acts 6:7; 13:8; 19:23; 24:14, 22; Gal. 1:6-7; Eph. 4:5; Tit. 1:1; Jude 1:3). 
c. These passages illustrate the singularity and exclusivity of a certain faith by referring to it as “The Way” “The Faith” “The Gospel” or simply “One Faith”. The answer then, according to the scriptures, is that there is indeed only one faith/religion. 

2. What is the Nature of The Faith?
a. Reveals the Author
i. This follow up question is only logical and it supplies us with further knowledge and evidence concerning the singularity and exclusivity of “The Faith.” Note that in each of these passages, the mention of such singularity and exclusivity reflects the unity and singularity of its origin or more appropriately its author: GOD (Matt. 16:18: Gal. 1:6-8, 12; Col. 1:22-23; 2 Pet. 1:1). 
ii. The singularity and exclusivity of this one faith reflects the nature of God Himself. Another way to state that is that God is not divided nor divisive (Deut. 4:35; 6:4; 2 Sam. 7:22; 1 Cor. 8:4-6; Eph. 4:6) and He cannot be bought and bargained with to the point of compromise (Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29; Isa. 55:8-9; Mal. 3:6). 
iii. There are not multiple gods or multiple lords where there is only one faith. And conversely, from one God there cannot emanate multiple faiths and multiple religions. And so we now ask: Why do so many faiths/religions exist?
iv. Unfortunately we cannot escape the fact that everywhere we turn and everywhere we look and everywhere we listen, there are as many churches with all kinds of stipulations, beliefs and goals as there are fast food restaurants across this country. And therein lies the problem. 
v. There are approximately 4200 different religions/faith across the world today and that’s the ones we know about. And they exist not because it’s the will of God but because we want to have religion fabricated, cut and tailored to suit our every want, comfort and physical goals much like everything else in our culture.
vi. Self-centered, self-righteous, self-reliant people have distorted the view of the Creator, His plan of salvation and His faith. Thus, the advent of so many religions/faiths do not come from God but from man (Acts 20:29-30; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 4:3-4;  2 Pet. 2:1-3, 10-19; 1 Jn. 4:1; Jude 1:4-5, 8, 10-16). 
b. Reveals the Message
i. We must understand that this one faith comes from the one and only God but there’s more to it than that. There are plenty of people in the religious world today who believe in that one God but the message, the principles, the standards, the doctrines they practice are a far cry from what He handed down and established via Jesus Christ. And that’s what we need to understand. 
ii. The God of the bible has always been the same and will forever be the same and His purpose has always been to have one holy standard through which His most wonderful creation, mankind, would live by and thus be saved. Yet there is an Old Covenant and a New Covenant. Skeptics and opposers to Christianity and the one faith will use this as an argument to suggest that the bible doesn’t even teach one faith. I would suggest to you that these are those who don’t understand the scriptures and its intent (2 Pet. 3:16). 
iii. The Old Covenant and the New Covenant were envisioned with the same purpose in mind. There are not necessarily two completely different faiths but one led to the fulfillment or the perfection of the other. The purpose of the Law all along was to bring men to Christ (Gal. 3:21-26). 
iv. Paul’s point to the Galatians was that God’s plan from the beginning was to bring you all to Jesus Christ. The Old Law was the tutor/guardian/servant that worked to bring men to the school master which is Jesus. Once the OC (tutor) fulfilled its duty there was no longer a need for it since it brought man to the NC and to Jesus (school master). Herein it is clearly understood that the OC and NC worked together to fulfill God’s promises and His plan.
v. So, this one faith then, is predicated on the existence, testimony, life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The nature of The Faith is such that there came a Savior, a Redeemer and the School Master. He educated us into all things concerning The Way or The Gospel and that was solidified and established with the shedding of His blood and His resurrection from the dead (Matt. 16:18; Acts. 20:28; Heb. 8-10). 
vi. This was the very point Paul was making to the Corinthians and the Galatians (1 Cor. 1:13-14; Gal. 2:20). Christ died for us and He offered Himself up for us! But why was that so important to mention? Because through His death and His resurrection, He was given all authority, all sovereignty (Matt. 28:18; Acts 2:36; Eph. 1:20-22; Phil. 2:9-11; Col. 1:16-19; Rev. 17:14; 19:16). 
vii. And since He has all authority and supreme control, if He says we must be baptized for the forgiveness of sins then we must. If acapella singing, free-will giving and eating the Lord’s supper is what He wants, then it is what we must do. If He says I must not put my family, my job, my money, my feelings or whatever it is before Him then I must adhere to that. 
viii. Hence the term “Christians.” Those folks in Antioch who recognized this fact, that the nature of the one faith was such that they needed to surrender themselves wholeheartedly to Jesus and that they needed to follow Him and do everything He said, they were for the first time called Christians. They were followers of Christ and His teachings. 
ix. And from this we derive the term Christianity. The body or group of people who submit to Jesus and all His commandments they make up The Faith called Christianity. But we need to be careful. There is a danger in trying to stick to titles and names rather than focusing on the essence and nature of the one who died for us. If we are not careful we may get sucked into this notion of titles and names and adapt more of a denominational mindset.
x. [bookmark: _GoBack]So the message is plain but it is singular. It is exclusive. But in what sense? Jesus said in John 14:6 that no one can be saved except it be through Him! That is exclusive but people get so caught up in the word that they miss and so often fail to see that there is no other worldview and no other faith which is as inclusive as Christianity (Jesus’ murderers were saved; Paul etc.). 

Conclusion: We live in a world today where the idea of there being only one true faith is ridiculous and far-fetched. The media, politics and our education system today may say and claim otherwise but I hope you’ve seen the evidence for yourself. I hope that we all have seen it and that we believe it. I hope that we believe it to the point that we are so strongly motivated and that we remind anyone and everyone there is still such a thing as one faith. I hope that we are convicted of this to the point that we continue to maintain our firm belief in the one faith to the end that when our Lord returns, He will say “Well done good and faithful servant. You were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many. Enter into the joy of your Lord” (Matt. 25:21). 
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